
Alexander Hamilton High School 
Summer Reading:  

Students Entering Grade 12  
 

 
 
In an effort to foster an appreciation of reading and adhere to the Common Core Standards, the  English department requires each 
student to complete a yearly summer-reading project. In addition to at least ONE of your own independent reading selections, 
please choose ONE work of literature from the appropriate grade-level list below. We strongly encourage you to choose a 
book that you would like to discuss with a friend or a group as you read. When you return in September, you will be asked to 
complete a project on your chosen reading selections, so please take notes to be prepared.  
 
The Work: Searching for a Life That Matters  
By Wes Moore 
As a continuation of The Other Wes Moore, the author shares his personal stories and insights about his journey to find personal 
and professional meaning in life. 
 
I am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot By the Taliban 
By Malala Yousafzai 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and 
fought for her right to an education. As a result, she became a global hero and representative of courage for all.  
 
Their Eyes Were Watching God 
By Zora Neale Hurston  
Janie Crawford refuses to live in sorrow, bitterness, fear, or foolish romantic dreams, three marriages and a life marked by poverty, 
trials, and purpose.  
 
My Sister’s Keeper 
By Jodi Picoult 
Anna was genetically engineered to be a perfect match for her cancer-ridden older sister. Since birth she has played a role in the 
struggle to lengthen Kate's life. 
 
The Road 
By Cormac McCarthy  
A man and his son travel the long and exhausting journey to stay alive after a terrible earth-wide cataclysm.  
 
The Ball is Round: A Global History of Football 
By David Goldblatt 
The definitive book about football; a comprehensive overview of soccer around the world.  
 
A Thousand Splendid Suns (If you have not read The Kite Runner, you may also select this novel…) 
By Khaled Hosseini 
This Afghan-American author follows his debut (The Kite Runner, 2003) with a fine risk-taking novel about two victimized but 
courageous Afghan women. 
 
In the Time of Butterflies 
By Julia Alvarez 
A tale of courage and sisterhood set in the Dominican Republic during the rise of the Trujillo dictatorship. A skillful blend of fact 
and fiction, the story is inspired by the true story of the three Mirabal sisters who, in 1960, were murdered for their part in a plot to 
overthrow the government. 
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Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All American Meal  
By Eric Schlosser 
In  this fascinating socio-cultural report, Schlosser digs into the deeper meaning and long-term effects of Burger King, 
Jack-in-the-Box, Little Caesar's and a myriad of other examples of fast food in America. 
 
Nickel and Dimed: On (not) Getting by in America  
By Barbara Ehrenreich 
Ehrenreich relates her experiences from 1998 to 2000, during which she joined the ranks of the working poor to see for herself 
how many of America’s workers are able to survive on only $6 or $7 an hour.  
 
1984 
By George Orwell  
The famous dystopian novel by George Orwell, published in 1949 as a warning about the menaces of totalitarianism. The novel is 
set in an imaginary future world that is dominated by a government who persecutes individuality and independent thinking as 
“thought crime.”  
 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
By Rebecca Skloot 
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor black tobacco farmer whose cells—taken without 
her knowledge in 1951—became one of the most important tools in medicine, vital for developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene 
mapping, and more. 
 
The Dead and the Gone (The Last Survivors, Book 2)  
By Susan Beth Pfeffer 
With haunting themes of family, faith, personal change, and courage, this powerful novel explores how a young man takes on 
unimaginable responsibilities. 
 
Robopocalypse 
By Daniel H. Wilson 
At Zero Hour—the moment the robots attack—the human race is almost annihilated, but humanity for the first time unites in an 
effort to fight back. 
 
Putting Makeup on the Fat Boy 
By Bill Wright 
Carlos Duarte may only be in high school, but when he lands the job of his dreams—makeup artist at the FeatureFace counter in 
Macy’s—he's sure that he’s finally on his way to great things. 
 
A Court of Thorns and Roses 
By Sarah J. Maas 
When nineteen-year-old huntress Feyre kills a wolf in the woods, a beast-like creature arrives to demand retribution for it. Dragged 
to a treacherous magical land she only knows about from legends, Feyre discovers that her captor is not an animal, but Tamlin-one 
of the lethal, immortal faeries who once ruled their world. Her feelings for Tamlin transform into a fiery passion. But an ancient, 
wicked shadow over the faerie lands is growing, and Feyre must find a way to stop it . . . or doom Tamlin-and his world-forever. 
  
The Book Thief 
By Markus Zusak 
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel 
Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich who crosses death’s path.  
 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings  
By Maya Angelou 
Author and poet Maya Angelou’s beautifully written memoir of the trials and tribulations of her childhood and young adulthood. 
 
The Lovely Bones 
By Alice Sebold  
Susie Salmon, the novel’s narrator, adjusts to her new home in heaven, a place that is not at all what she expected, even as she is 
watching life on earth continue without her -- her friends trading rumors about her disappearance, her killer trying to cover his 
tracks, and her grief-stricken family unraveling. 
 

All lists can be located on the Alexander Hamilton High School 
library page of our district website. 
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